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Sunday press conferenceSunday press conference

It was an incredibly smiley group of podium sitters who graced the Silverstone post-race press conference.

Present were Leis Hamilton (Mercedes), Valtteri Bottas (Williams), and Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull).

Q: Lewis, congratulations. Your adoring fans. Your emotions must be running high right now. Your fifth win of the season. That

equals your 2008 World Championship year. Now 27 grand prix victories, equalling Jackie Stewart. There’s only other

Englishman in front of you with more wins – Nigel Mansell. So tell us about the emotions of today?

Lewis HAMILTON:  It’s very mixed at the moment, but just to see the support we have here… I could see everyone cheering us on through the whole

race. We’ve got the greatest fans here. And today, just arriving today, it’s you guys that really spurred me on so thanks very much.

Q: Well it was a fantastic  drive. You never want a competitor to drop out, but of course the battle is very hot between you and

your team-mate Nico, so what was the emotion when you saw him have the issue?

LH: At the beginning… he got quite a good gap at the beginning and I really just tried to look after the tyres. After that I utilised the tyres, was catching

and we came out on the harder tyres and I was catching him at a second a lap at the time. I couldn’t believe I had that kind of pace. You never want to

see a team-mate fall behind, we wanted to really work and get those one-twos, but at the end of the day I really needed this result so I’m very grateful

for it.

Q: It was a great result. If I can move along to another man who has had a fantastic  result. Third in Austria, second here at the

British Grand Prix – you must be looking forward to Germany?

Valtteri BOTTAS: Yeah, we are on the right way. Like I said on the team radio: one step more to go. The team has done such a good job. You see how

quick the car is. It was behaving really well, it was really a pleasure to drive it. Still Mercedes is in front, but we are on the right way. 

Q: Any scares out there this afternoon or was it running like clockwork? You did some great passes.

VB: Yeah, there was some good stuff going on. I really enjoyed it. The plan was to come as high as possible, as high as the pace of the car is giving the

possibility. I think as a team we made the most out of it. I have to say I feel sorry for Felipe, his 200th grand prix, a shame it ended like this.

Q: If I can just come across to Daniel Ricciardo. Congratulations on your third place. Australians have a good record around here?

Daniel RICCIARDO: Yeah, they do! Obviously Mark enjoyed this track a lot, so it’s nice to be up here on the podium. It’s been a good circuit to me in

the past, so really, really happy. We just held on at the end. I think one more lap would have been tough, Jenson was coming, but really happy with

the podium.

Q: If I can just come back across to Lewis…

LH: Where’s the gold trophy, man? This thing’s falling to pieces, look!

Q: You might want to speak to the sponsor. Lewis, do you know the points situation now at the end of race nine?

LH:  I assume we’re four points behind now. I think this weekend really just showed that, for one, you never give up. Yesterday wasn’t a case of giving

up, I didn’t think I could do the lap, I was really shocked that the last sector was so fast. But coming here today I had my family with, just focused, the

support from the fans, as I said, just spurred me on, and I really couldn't have done it without them.

Q: Lewis, many, many congratulations. Over the radio at the end of the race you said to the crew “I’m sorry about yesterday”. I

guess your spirits were so down yesterday; they must be soaring now. But the race really was about the offset you had to Nico

Rosberg and you were catching him in the middle stint of the race. Do you believe that without his problem you would have been

able to pass him and how do you feel right now?

LH: Yesterday was a really difficult day. Obviously you never think situations like that would come up the way they did and I really felt… I went

away feeling terrible for the fans. They all turned up and there’s so much support here, I felt that I had let them down, not only them but the team and

myself. Coming back today, trying to turn that serious emptiness and negativity into a positive today was really my priority. The support has been

incredible this weekend. Just thinking of the history of this circuit, the great drivers that have won in the past… leading last year and not being able to

see it through. It’s been since… 2008 since I had the win and I just feel very, very grateful for the opportunity. I honestly feel that I had the pace today.

I was catching Nico in the first stint. I was able to extend my first stint longer than ever before. I was feeling pretty comfortable. Of course, you never

want a team-mate to fall away, to win like that. I was looking forward to a wheel-to-wheel battle but I’m sure we’ll get many in the future.

Q: Well done. Coming to you Valtteri. From 14th on the grid to second at the finish, which is your best ever result in Formula One

and your second consecutive podium, so brilliant effort. You did a one-stop strategy, which is a talking point, but surely the

overtakes in the opening stint, there were so many of them – around the outside, around the inside – just tell us about your race?

VB: Yeah we knew that this race could be good fun. We knew that we had a quick car. Maybe it was a bit surprisingly quick today, but since the first

stint the pace was good, since the first lap. I was able to go through the field quite well. Of course, sometimes it needed a bit of risk, because it’s really

important to get through quickly and not get stuck behind people, but I really managed to get well in position, where the pace of the car was. I’m just

really, really happy with what we’ve been doing as a team. Again, the race pace shows we are really doing the right things and I’m very happy to be

part of this.

Q: Well done. Completing a very happy podium is Daniel Ricciardo, in third place. For you strategy was the key as well. Like

Valtteri you did one stop, you did something different, both you and your team-mate taking the hard tyre early on. Was the tyre

deg much lighter than you expected today, was it a race where expectations were changing as the race went on?

DR:  Pretty much. We chose to restart on the prime. It didn’t seem like the best thing to do at first because we were really slow at the restart. Valtteri

and Fernando got past me pretty easily and pulled away and I was coming on the radio basically saying “let’s see if we can try something a little bit

different” as we didn’t really have the pace as we hoped, as we expected today. Once we came in for the option, we just ran and pushed pretty much

for the whole stint. I didn’t intend on doing a one-stop when I started on that tyre but laps ticked off and we were still able to keep the pace. The team

said “do you think you could do another 15-20 laps” and I was like “at the moment, yeah, I think we can”, so we stayed out and just held on at the end.
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It was awesome. I think all three of us had a bit of redemption on our plate today. It was a pretty dismal Saturday for us. I think we’re all pretty happy.

This is definitely one of my best podiums this year.

Q: (Ian Parkes – PA) Lewis, not very often this season you’ve had family with you: you’ve pretty much kept yourself to  yourself

at various races but this weekend you’ve had your brother, your Dad, they were here today supporting you. They’ve said on TV

how down in the dumps you were last night. How much help did they give you last night after what happened yesterday?

LH: My family have been incredible. Last night, my Mum, my Dad, spent a lot of time with my Dad last night just talking it out. And my brother. And

today I just said I needed them here today. Y’know? I just really wanted that support. I do come to the races on my own and I do generally do it on my

own. I have my trainer with me. But I thought this weekend it would be nice to have them. At least today, as yesterday was such a difficult day.

Q: (Sean McGreevy – CSMA magazine) Lewis, would you consider this one of your great, greatest, great wins and how does it

compare to 2008?)

LH: It doesn’t compare to 2008. It’s a different time, it’s a different experience. It’s still as special. Obviously 2008 was a much trickier race in a sense

of being a completely wet track, everyone aquaplaning. Everyone being in the rain, everyone being soaking wet, it’s a different kind of experience

that one. Today, I felt I earned it today. From the start some good manoeuvres and I really felt that I had the pace on Nico, I really was hunting him

down like never before. I really was happy with the balance that I managed to get, even though I didn’t do the long run in P2. To say this is up there

with all the greats… it’s my home grand prix, it’s my second win here and I’m very privileged to have even just had one, so I feel very humble to be up

here today.

Q: (Julian Harris – City AM) Lewis, do you think this can be a turning point for you? Nico was up here yesterday saying that he

thought he had the momentum at the moment – but he also said momentum comes and goes. Can this give you the confidence

and maybe even the peace of mind to push on and get the momentum back in your favour.

LH: I came into this weekend saying it would great to really have that. I thought maybe the fans could be the wind in my sails to really change the

direction and get the momentum. Obviously I’ve got the win today. I’ve got the points back. I’ve been chasing all year really, since I lost the points at

the first race, and then I was chasing again after the previous DNF. It’s been very, very difficult. I was speaking last night, just comparing it to how

difficult it is psychologically, it’s got to be something similar to the tennis players when they’re two sets down. It’s so hard to get your mind in gear, to

get yourself back and not lose points from then on. And so the pressure is high but I really feel that now we’re back, kind of close and with the pace

that I had today, I really feel that I can… just got to refocus for the next part of the season.

Q: (Dan Knutson – Auto Action /  National Speedsport News) Daniel, what was your mindset last night and this morning, knowing

that you’re so far back and, often in races, when you start that that far back, like these two guys, you’re not going to finish in the

top three?

DR: Mindset was just… yeah… like it always is I guess when you’re out of position, just go for it, try and do something a bit different. Not much to

lose. I knew we were a better car than eighth on the grid, so… yeah… I was a bit surprised during the first stint, even though we were on a different

tyre, I was surprised not to be as quick.  We didn’t have much pace, so then it was ‘let’s try something different and make something work.’ Yeah, I was

very hungry today. I like to think I always am but today I was pretty jacked up. So it’s nice to be up here. 

Q: (Nick Skeens – The Independent) Lewis, today Niki Lauda said he thought in some ways yesterday was a good thing because it

gave you a motivation and a hunger that perhaps you would not have had. Would you agree with that?

LH: No. I feel like I like I’ve… we’ve had four wins, now five wins, but I’ve had the four wins and I think my hunger is on a par with any other year

that I’ve ever raced in – but yesterday was a real kick in the balls. I really had to pick up, pull up my socks and get on it if I want to win this world

championship, and I can’t have situations like yesterday. The last two races I’ve easily had the pace to be pole position and I’ve not put it there. I’ve put

it much further back, made it much harder for myself but now I’m going to try to rectify that for the future.

Q: (Mike Doodson – GPweek) Lewis, you’re obviously very happy with the gold trophy [present on the platform]– but you seem

to have been a bit unhappy with the sponsor’s trophy. Did I hear you say it fell to  bits on the podium? And how did you come to

get this one between the podium and here?

LH: Well, yeah! This one’s a lot nicer. I mean, growing up watching Formula One, you see trophies like this. Real trophies, y’know? And the trophies

that we have nowadays, whilst it’s a real privilege being on top of the podium, my one fell to pieces! The bottom fell off the one we just had. It’s plastic,

it must cost ten pounds! It’s so bad. I might just get the plaque, which is probably the most expensive part of the trophy I think. Back in the day they

really, really made the trophies. And this is the special thing about being on the podium and winning. These trophies mean – for me, I don’t know how

it is for the other drivers – but this is what we have to show for our lifetime achievements. I hope we can get some better ones moving forwards.

Q: (Livio Oricchio – Universo Online) Valtteri, Friday morning you didn’t went to the track. Saturday morning also, only

qualifying. You didn’t have miles in the track. Where you surprised at the beginning of the race when you started overtaking

everyone with the performance of the car?

VB: Yeah, definitely. Our prediction was Mercedes is going to be strong and also Red Bull, we thought, would be here a bit quicker than us in the race

and Ferrari to be really close to our pace. So, we definitely knew that the position we were starting wasn’t going to be that easy to get into good points

and we were not really thinking about the podium, we were just thinking about getting in the points and, yeah, definitely it was a positive surprise in

the beginning of the race. The tyre life wasn’t really a limitation so we could do the strategy. Well, I have to say the strategy guys did a really good job

today. We actually switched the strategy during the running as we saw the tyre wear was so low. Positive surprise. Really happy.

Q: (Jussi Jäkälä - YLE) Valtteri, two podiums in a row. Does this show you and the team have learnt your lesson, how to score

podiums. And is this maybe the start of a catch-up battle?

VB: Well, we are definitely a stronger team than we were in, let’s say Melbourne, or the first few races. Difficult to compare even to last year or two

years before. I think we are really getting stronger all the time. It’s not going to be easy to be on the podium in every race as I think this season is going

to be quite a bit race-by-race but we are definitely on the right way and really happy to be part of this. Myself, I have been improving also all the time.

Every race I aim to be a better driver and as a team we aim to be a stronger team every single race – and that’s what we’ve been doing. 

Q: (Haoran Zhou – F1 Express) Lewis, obviously the celebration after the race has been extraordinary. You managed to do a

doughnut despite the strict restrictions on the engine and gearbox and you were singing – I’m not sure if you were singing or not

but you obviously were feeling on top of the world. Can you share your emotions on the slowing down lap with us?

LH: Yeah, it’s so difficult to really explain the feelings. When you feel like the world is crumbling beneath you, somehow with your family and

friends, they help pull you through and also the fans. Yesterday, after qualifying, it looked so hard to... I really was almost speechless when I spoke to

them, and it was no one else’s fault but mine. I was just so disappointed in myself. And then to get that result today, to really climb through... the team

have just done an incredible job. Even coming into this weekend, the developments and improvements to our car, the balance. My engineers, who

work so close to me, regardless of how well we do, they’re so supportive and having that good team of people round you really makes a difference. I

did the doughnuts... yeah, I hope it doesn’t do anything to our gearbox but I know how much the fans love it here and so it was really important to try

and do at least one but fingers crossed, it should be OK.

Q: (Rosanna Tennant – Pole Position) Lewis, as media, we like to speculate on upcoming races as to who might win and who won’t

win. Are you looking ahead, thinking next race Nico is going to have the home advantage, obviously Hungary was good for you

last year? Do you look ahead through the season like that, blocking it out and perhaps where you might be stronger and work out



the points?

LH: I don’t. You look at the schedule and you see what tracks you know that suit you. Just going into Germany, to Hockenheim, I know whilst it’s

Nico’s home Grand Prix, he doesn’t have even one eighth of the support us Brits get here. The fans are unlike anywhere else so I’m not worried in that

sense. It’s a track where I won before, in 2008 I think it was. It’s a good track for me, so I think... I’m gonna use the pace that I have, because I have the

pace. I’ve just got to put the damn laps together and when I do, then I think the opportunities will come in front of me.

Q: (Ian Parkes – Press Association) Daniel, you’ve obviously become one of the most likeable guys in F1 I think it’s fair to  say, but

in denying - there’s that big beaming smile, thank you – but in denying JB’s (Button’s) long overdue podium here, do you perhaps

feel like a bit of a villain for once?

DR: It did cross my mind a little bit. I was thinking... especially in the last few laps, he was catching me pretty quickly at the end. I had sort of stabilised

the gap a bit and then with four laps to go, I think my options were really suffering and he was coming, so I was thinking, yeah, probably for once I’ve

got a lot of people booing me  and cheering on the local lad but obviously for me it was good. I think for him as well; they haven’t had a great season so

a fourth is – yeah, it’s not a podium, but he’d still be fairly pleased with that result so hopefully we’re all happy.

Q: (Kate Walker – crash.net) For all three of you, and it goes along the lines of momentum but not championship momentum.

Obviously we had a fairly long delay after all you guys all made mega starts on the first lap. When you’ve got that one hour delay,

what are you thinking? Are you worried that you’re going to lose the momentum that you picked up? What’s going on in your

heads?

LH: Yeah, I think it’s... We work very hard, I’m sure everyone is working so hard in preparation. You get in the car, do the start, you really gain the

momentum and then the race stops and we had quite a long break. I went back to my room just relaxing, drinking, making sure I was having plenty of

fluids and trying not to think of anything else. Yeah, it wasn’t alcohol. It isn’t easy but I managed to get back and start where I finished.

VB: Yeah, it’s not easy, you know. There’s a break and you need to keep your focus in the race. You can’t really start to think about other things than

the race so you just need to keep thinking about... forward: the restart, how to get your tyres warm, brakes warm, everything. You can always speak

with the engineer. You just really wait, let the time go and all the time keep focused for the next moment.

DR: It’s tricky when you don’t know how long the break’s going to be. The race was at one today, so you do all your preparation to sort of peak at one

o’clock in terms of your energy and your focus so you get the race started and you feel your adrenalin and everything is where it needs to be and

then it comes back down and I think the limbo of not really knowing when we were going to start again, it’s like do I still keep a high level of intensity

or do I go and relax? When do I start to then warm up again? It’s a little bit tricky but at the same time it’s the same for everyone. It does break a little

bit of momentum, I guess, but then it’s up to us and our trainers how we get it back and make sure we’re switched on for the restart.

Q: (Paul Turner – South Wales Evening Post) Lewis, this victory, is this going to help you mentally for the next race or is it back

to square one at the next race, you have to start again and plan all over again?

LH: I think this is now, kind of... we’ll draw a line under that last nine races and now it’s attack mode, start again and now, utilising that pace and

utilising the car’s pace. There are still some things we need to improve on. I wasn’t too worried about the time lost in the pit stop today as I knew the

next one would be better. I’d been working on my position so I didn’t lose time in that but qualifying really – just getting myself back to my normal

qualifying mode and that, I think, will be good.

Q: (Rosanna Tennant – Pole Position) Daniel, we were talking about what you do before the restart; can you explain what you do

with your trainer and the tennis balls?

DR: We sort of change it a lot but it’s more to get the hand-eye co-ordination going. I guess everyone does something a bit different. Sometimes we

use tennis balls just to get my hand-eye co-ordination switched on and make sure my reactions are there. We do some different drills with that. It

depends as well on what... I don’t have a ritual routine as such but it depends on what I feel like doing before the race, but that’s something.

Race reportRace report

The fiftieth British Grand Prix to take place at Silverstone not only delivered a British race winner in the form of a deserving Lewis Hamilton, but also

reignited the Mercedes driver’s championship campaign as teammate Nico Rosberg fell foul to his first retirement of the season.

To call Sunday’s grand prix a race of two halves makes sense from a story-telling perspective, but with the first half comprised of just a single lap (plus

an hour’s red flag delay) and the second half of the other 51 laps of the Northamptonshire circuit it also requires the application of a significant

amount of poetic license. 

But it was on that first solitary lap that all of the pieces began to fall into place, with positions gained in the short time before Kimi Raikkonen brought

out the Safety Car with a 47G shunt into the barriers at the Wellington Straight making all the difference to the identity of the three men who would

grace the podium when the chequered flag fell an hour behind schedule.

Hamilton had a lot of work to do to make up for a shoddy qualifying session, and leapt up two places on the start. Daniel Ricciardo also delivered,

albeit by gaining a single grid position when the race was finally restarted. But it was second-place finisher Valtteri Bottas who really impressed, going

from 14th on the grid to ninth on the restart, laying the groundwork for 51 laps of showing just why the Finn has long been touted as the leader of the

next generation of F1 superstars.

Rosberg held onto the race lead after the restart, conceding the position to Hamilton – who had fought his way past Jenson Button and Kevin

Magnussen into a secure second place – only when he pitted for fresh rubber. But early murmurings of an upshift problem turned into total gearbox

failure and the championship leader was out of the race shortly after half distance. Even without the mechanical failure, however, Hamilton was on a

charge and closing the gap to Rosberg with every passing lap.

As Rosberg struggled and Hamilton gained, behind the leading pair Bottas had been making short work of the rest of the pack, gaining some places in

the stops but demolishing the bulk of his opposition on track, where he made particularly short work of slipping past the McLarens of Button and

Kevin Magnussen, neither of whom could blame their Mercedes engines for their inability to hold off another Merc-powered driver.

Both Bottas and Ricciardo benefitted from aggressive one-stop strategies, with the Red Bull driver making his tyres last an impressive 37 laps after his

solitary stop on lap 15. Bottas went for a more conventional one-stop, diving into the pits not long after half distance for his own fresh rubber.

Behind the three podium sitters was action aplenty, with Fernando Alonso and Sebastian Vettel delivering the twin entertainments of hard racing on

track and hard whining over the team radio as both men attempted to see their opponent reprimanded for failing to respect track limits and gaining

unfair advantages. Whatever the humour of the situation, the beauty of the battle between two of the grid’s top drivers delivered 14 laps of stunning

racing.

While hardly a race of attrition, the British Grand Prix saw six retirements, with Raikkonen collecting a slow-starting Felipe Massa as he span across

the track and grass and back onto the track, with both men out of the race before the leaders were in sight of the pit straight. Massa limped his car

back to the grid, where the Williams mechanics conceded defeat and wheeled their driver into the pits. Kamui Kobayashi was caught up in the



carnage, but was able to fight on at the restart.

Caterham teammate Marcus Ericsson was not so lucky, destroying his suspension in a trip over the kerbs and ending his afternoon early as a

consequence. The other retirements were Pastor Maldonado, who retired on lap 49 in a puff of smoke, and Esteban Gutierrez, who collided with the

Venezuelan racer on lap 9 and ended his afternoon beached in the kitty litter.

British Grand Prix race result

1. Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes) 2h26m52.094s

2. Valtteri Bottas (Williams) + 30.135s

3. Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull) + 46.495s

4. Jenson Button (McLaren) + 47.390s

5. Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull) + 53.864s

6. Fernando Alonso (Ferrari) + 59.964s

7. Kevin Magnussen (McLaren) + 1m02.563s

8. Nico Hulkenberg (Force India) + 1m28.692s

9. Daniil Kvyat (Toro Rosso) + 1m29.340s

10. Jean-Eric Vergne (Toro Rosso) + 1 lap

11. Sergio Perez (Force India) + 1 lap

12. Romain Grosjean (Lotus) + 1 lap

13. Adrian Sutil (Force India) + 1 lap

14. Jules Bianchi (Marussia) + 1 lap

15. Kamui Kobayashi (Caterham) + 2 laps

16. Max Chilton (Marussia) + 2 laps

Pastor Maldonado (Lotus) RET

Nico Rosberg (Mercedes) RET

Marcus Ericsson (Caterham) RET

Esteban Gutierrez (Sauber) RET

Felipe Massa (Williams) RET

Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari) RET

Saturday press conferenceSaturday press conference

It was a topsy-turvy mixed weather qualifying in Silverstone, with a post-qualifying press conference to match.

Present were Nico Rosberg (Mercedes), Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull), and Jenson Button (McLaren).

Q: Nico, a very dramatic conclusion to that qualifying session. Right at the end you took pole position. Were you surprised by

how much the track improved, particularly in the final sector, right at the end, after we'd had that rain?

Nico ROSBERG: Yeah, I mean, a quite crazy qualifying, just changing all the time and that makes it very, very difficult. In the end last qualifying also.

On he first lap with the soft tyres it started to rain quite a lot, just in the last three corners, so lost a lot of time there and then everywhere else it was

quite wet also on the in-lap, so I was sure, I told the guys already “that’s it”. And then we were sitting in the box and we just came to a general

conclusion: “might as well go out and have a look at the track”. At least… because if you don’t have a look, there’s no chance but if you have a look

there’s a tiny chance, so at least go out and have a look. It seemed like we should give it a go but even then I still didn’t believe that the track would be

better. But what made it was the last sector, because everywhere on the track was just a little bit slower, because it was just damp here and there and a

little bit wet. But I knew that I had lost four seconds on the previous lap, so even if I was slower than that lap, I still had the chance of going a lot

quicker in those last three corners if it was halfways dry and that’s the way it turned out: I made the time in those last corners because it a lot drier

and it just worked out perfectly. Even across the line, in Lewis’ gearbox – because I had to be there because otherwise it went red. I had to be as fast as

possible in order to be able to do that last lap. So as I crossed the line it went red, like instantly, it was a very, very close call. I think all in all it was a

very good team-mate effort; everybody working together, my engineers, together with me just made all the right calls and it worked out. It’s fantastic

to have such a qualifying, where everything goes well in the end and a comfortable pole in the end. It’s awesome.

Q: Very well done. Well, if it was a bonus for Nico, you actually had to do a lap didn’t you Sebastian, because you didn’t have a

time on the board when you went out at the end there, so you were down in 10th place. What was going through your mind as

you were going round the circuit? Did you think your goose was cooked?

Sebastian VETTEL: Well, to be honest at the start of Q3 we went out, I think one of the last cars. And on my out lap, just preparing the flying lap, it

started to rain, so I got that wet last sector to start the lap and obviously then there was no point, we aborted the lap, because at that time it was

impossible to set a decent time on slick tyres. Then we were back in the garage waiting and we said “OK, we might as well go out. If we go out on inters

it will be difficult to beat the lap times that were set, so we go out on dry tyres.” We were one of the first to go out for one flying lap in the end. It was

quite difficult to believe on the out lap that it would be dry enough but it’s a funny place. It was a very weird session. A lot of rain, no rain, drizzling,

very fine rain, nearly like spray: I think England is the only country where you can get this sort of rain and conditions and changing so quickly.

Incredibly difficult to know what was coming so on the flying lap you approach turn one and turn on is a pretty big balls corner, so it’s difficult to

know how much risk you can take. Eventually you have to take some risk because, especially in my case, I wanted to set a lap. So obviously very

happy that it turned out. Yeah, very positive and starting from the front row tomorrow. 

Q: Very well done. And you Jenson? Changeable conditions as Sebastian was saying and you were there or thereabouts

throughout the qualifying session as the lap times went up and down. How happy are you with the result you’ve achieved today?

Jenson BUTTON:  Like you cannot believe. I know it’s only a third in qualifying but for us at the moment, and for the last 18 months, this is… well,

we had no chance of getting this result. Yeah, it’s nice in front of the home crowd to qualifying well and all the way through qualifying, as you said,

the pace was there. No compared to the Mercedes, but with everyone else the pace was there. When I did my lap in Q1 on the option tyre in the dry I

was about two seconds quicker than anyone when I did it. Made the mistake of losing the rear in the last corner, so it was disallowed. I thought I was

going to be out, so to come through and be third in Q3 is a good result for today and I’m really happy that I could do it here in front of the home

crowd. 

Q: Coming back to you Nico, obviously you’re on pole with your team-mate and championship rival Lewis Hamilton down in

sixth place going into the British Grand Prix tomorrow. Your thoughts on the race?

NR: Yeah, of course, with regards to the championship, it’s good for me that Lewis is down in sixth. It will take him some time I think to fight through,

though I expect him to come through quite quickly. And then I think very like we’ll be racing each other again. We seem to very quick here. This track

really suits the car, more so than Austria, so I think it’s going to be a good battle again. Of course starting from pole is the best possible place and I’m

very confident for the race. 



Q: Nico, clearly a day like today it’s very easy to get it wrong and there are plenty of examples of that up and down the field. The

track was fluctuating by as much as eight seconds a lap with rain and drying out. What are the most important things to take care

of on a day like today?

NR: The way to go about it is to try to minimize the rise, especially with the car that we have y’know? We have such a fast package so really we just

need to try to make sure we don’t have any big risks, even if then it doesn’t turn out to be the perfect qualifying and the perfect day. And that, I think,

we did very well. Definitely tried to eliminate all the big downfalls and it all worked out well. It wasn’t perfect but it worked out really, really well.

Everything came together so it was great to be on pole.

Q: Sebastian, you’ve been on the wrong end of this once or twice in the past so you know how it works but how much does the

driver contribute to the decision-making process and how much of it is the strategists, your engineers and even people back at

the factory?

SV: You would love that the pitwall was in a better place today, trying to predict the rain. I think it was impossible because it was very local. It could

have rained every minute and could have stopped raining as we’ve seen. Difficult to predict and therefore it’s you inside the car obviously trying to

get the best out of the tyres and the conditions when you’re on track and obviously together with your team trying to be calm on the radio and going

for the right decisions. In the end there’s also the element of looking what the others are doing and trying to make sense of whether or not it makes

sense to do the same. But it’s very tricky because, as I said, if you take our Q3, the first run, we went out just probably a minute later than everyone

else and we didn’t get a lap at all. That’s how close the lap can be sometimes. You try obviously to go for a clear track but then you get caught out by

rain. It’s tricky in these conditions to get everything right – so you need also to be a bit lucky.

Q: Jenson, it’s also a question of risk versus reward isn’t it? You mentioned that you were one of the first to  go onto the slick

tyres earlier on in the qualifying. It was the right time for that. We saw Ferrari and Williams at the wrong time and they’re

starting from the back of the grid but did today, the track limits ruling, make things a little bit more complicated given how

slippery it was out there.

JB: It did, yeah, because you could make a massive mistake and lose a second by going off the circuit and still put in a really good lap time to get

through Q1, Q2. So, it made it really difficult. And obviously my Q1 lap quick enough by quite a long way but it was disallowed because I drove off the

circuit in the last corner – but the whole of the qualifying session I felt that I could read the conditions pretty well. And then it came to Q3 and the last

timed lap, which obviously meant everything. I said to the guys on the radio, “I’ve got wheelspin in fifth gear in a straight line.” I said: “this isn’t gonna

happen,” and they said: “Just push, we’ve got nothing to lose.” We’re in a very different position to Nico. We have to take the risks to gain the

positions at the moment. So, I pushed. Very aggressive lap but it worked. Big thanks to the team for their call. And being third here in front of the

home crowd, on this weekend, this year, really means a lot. I’ll go to bed very happy tonight and look forward to the race tomorrow. 

Q: (Alex Goldschmidt – Richland F1) Jenson, coming back to the discussion between yourself and Lewis on Thursday, you seemed

to be the best hope for the British fans but obviously Lewis is going to come charging through the field. Depending on weather

conditions, how do you see the outlook for tomorrow?

JB: I’ve made the race easier than previously thought but still we have to be realistic. I want to be upbeat, I want to be positive about fighting for a

podium. If it’s like today that’s obviously a possibility with mixed conditions. As long as we make the right calls and the right strategy it’s possible. But

in a dry race. A standard dry race, it’s going to be very, very tricky but, believe this, we will give one hundred per cent and get the maximum out of

what we have this weekend and hopefully have a great result in front of the British fans.

Q: (Chris Medland – crash.net) Nico, you talk about the psychological edge you’re looking to get over Lewis and he’s starting to

make quite a few errors in qualifying sessions which has always been a strong point for him. Do you feel that that’s part of the

psychological edge you’re getting now?

NR: I’ve never talked about trying to get a psychological edge over anything, not at all. What I’ve been saying is that at the moment the momentum

seems to be on my side and I just need to make the most of it because it comes and goes and I have a period now when it’s going my way and I just

need to make sure I get as many points as possible on Lewis and it’s working out at the moment. But anyway, today’s just qualifying, there’s no points

for qualifying and with the car that we have, even from sixth place, everything’s still possible, but of course it’s a big advantage to start first.

Q: (Haoran Zhou – Formula One Express) Nico and Sebastian, obviously 26.5s in the last sector for both of you, there’s only four

corners in the last sector. When did you realise that there’s a lot of grip there?

NR: Well, it was very wet on the previous run in Q3, where we lost like four seconds in the last sector so as long as it’s a little bit dry patches and a

little bit drier already you can gain a lot of time and on the out lap there was a chance, and then once I got round to the fast timed lap, I could brake

quite late into there and it was quite dry so it was quite quick through there and that made a massive difference.

SV: Yeah, on the out lap it was quite slippery but then when I started the timed lap I could feel that most of the track was nearly completely dry, so

arriving in the last sector after the long straight I just said, yeah, all or nothing and treated it as if it was dry. It wasn’t entirely (dry) in turn 15, I went a

little bit wider than I thought but for the rest... for the last three corners it was quite completely fine.

Q: (Michael Schmidt – Auto, Motor und Sport) Nico, you said you had to start the lap directly behind Lewis. First, how much time

did it cost you in the first two sectors, where did you pass him and what did you think when you saw Lewis pulling into the pits?

NR: Well of course I was disappointed, starting the lap behind Lewis because if I’m in his gearbox, that doesn’t allow me to do my pace so I was

disappointed with that, but I didn’t have a choice with the situation, with the way it was and just managed to get over the line before the red light

came. I actually saw the red light but it worked out. I wasn’t sure but then it worked out and then Lewis made a mistake in turn four and after that he

then pulled over so as not to block me and I just kept on pushing. 

Q: (Chris Medland – crash.net) Jenson, you were asked about Ron’s comments on Thursday, asking for a bit more from you. Does

that make this perfect timing in response, this  sort of result?

JB: He’s watching this, I’m sure! One result doesn’t mean anything. We’ve obviously talked since and yeah, I think there’s mutual respect there but

when we all want things to improve quicker than what they are, we maybe say things in the press that maybe we shouldn’t. We have a really good

working relationship and I hope that that continues into the future.

Q: (Silvia Arias – Parabrisas) You just said that this result doesn’t mean anything, but anyway, thinking about your father, so far

it’s a nice position, and talking about fathers, Nico, your father got pole position in ’85 in similar conditions here in Silverstone,

so what are your feelings about that?

JB: For me it was obviously quite an emotional slowing down lap. As I’ve said before – as we always say – qualifying’s qualifying and the race is

tomorrow, but when you do a lap that you’re happy with and it’s in front of your home crowd and I knew the Old Boy would have been very happy,

it would have meant a lot. I’ve had so much support from the fans, it’s been overwhelming, a lot of guys wearing pink out there in respect to my Old

Boy. Yeah, a good day today and he’s definitely smiling down today.

NR: Yeah, of course I’ve also been watching how many supporters, how many people have  been wearing pink. Even in my camper van, my driver, he

came with a pink shirt and I was like ‘what are you doing?’ He never wears pink and then he explained to me that everybody’s supporting John... in

memory of John so that’s how I came across it this weekend. With respect to my Dad, yes, there was one of his great days here in qualifying in

Silverstone, something that I’m proud of also. I like to look back at the history and what was happening back then but there’s not really too much to

compare to nowadays.



Saturday reportSaturday report

It was Red Bull who topped the timesheets with a 1-2 after a wet morning’s running at Silverstone on Saturday, and Sebastian Vettel will be looking to

repeat the feat during the afternoon’s rain-soaked qualifying session for the British Grand Prix.

But Lewis Hamilton – who didn’t set a time in FP3 – was comfortably at the top of the timesheets half-way through Q1, with 1.034s in hand over

Daniel Ricciardo in P2, with Nico Rosberg a further two-tenths behind. 

The rain presented its own challenges throughout the session, as teams were forced to eke out their wet tyre use strategically, as while Sunday’s race

is expected to be dry, there is still a chance of some rain during the course of the 52 laps.

While much of Q1 saw little of the unexpected on the timesheets, a late run by Jules Bianchi as track conditions improved saw the Marussia driver in

P2 with a 1m41.169s lap that – in with a group of others set in the dry(ish) – knocked Hamilton down to P8. Subsequent laps by Bianchi and teammate

Max Chilton saw a temporary Marussia 1-2 before the field as a whole left the pits to take advantage of the rapidly drying track.

The final seconds saw Fernando Alonso spin in his last-dash effort to make it out of the dropout zone, while a beached Adrian Sutil brought out the

yellow flags. The weather conditions made for a topsy-turvy end to Q1, with the driver pairings from Williams, Ferrari, and Caterham all knocked out.

Sutil’s accident left the Sauber driver out of the running in Q2, although the German racer did qualify for a place in the session. The remaining five

spots in the dropout zone are up for grabs after a chaotic Q1 that saw Vettel and Ricciardo narrowly making it through into the second session. 

Vettel looked to have cemented his place in Q3 with a 1m44.085s lap that saw the Red Bull driver half a second faster than Hamilton and 1.2s ahead of

Rosberg in P4, but the quadruple champion was penalised for failing to respect track limits and lost the lap in question just as the pack was beginning

to make the switch from inters to slicks. Ricciardo was comfortably in P2 with five minutes remaining.

Despite having made it through to Q2 in such impressive fashion both Marussia drivers were at the bottom of the times set by those running, Vettel’s

discounted lap aside. Also in the dropout zone were Esteban Gutierrez and Romain Grosjean, with the Force India pair hovering on the edge.

With three minutes remaining, Bianchi shot to the top of the timesheets, although it wasn’t to last as first Vettel and then Jean-Eric Vergne took the

top slot while laps were disallowed left, right, and centre. Rosberg restored the status quo for Mercedes before Hamilton took top honours.

As Q2 came to an end, Gutierrez crashed his Sauber, bringing out the yellows and condemning himself to a mid-field grid slot after what had been a

decent qualifying run. Joining the Mexican racer in the dropout zone are Marussia, with their strongest qualifying of the season thus far, Sutil, and the

Lotus driver pairing, with Pastor Maldonado told over the radio to stop on track when the team detected a fuel pressure problem. 

As Q3 got underway it started to rain over parts of the track, making life rather difficult for those who had left the pits on mediums. While conditions

proved troublesome for many, the Mercedes pair took the conditions in their stride, claiming a provisional front row lock-out with Hamilton ahead

by two-tenths.

With less than three minutes remaining, Vettel had yet to set a time. Sergio Perez and Ricciardo had provisionally claimed the second row, with Kvyat

leading the Toro Rosso pair’s provisional third row lock-out. As the cars left the pits for their final runs, all that was set to change, and the final

moments saw everything change: Hamilton backed out of a fast lap just as he was being overhauled by Rosberg, Vettel, Jenson Button, Nico

Hulkenberg, and Kevin Magnussen.

The Mercedes conspiracy theorists will be out in force again tonight…

Provisional grid

1. Nico Rosberg (Mercedes) 1m35.766s

2. Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull) 1m37.386s

3. Jenson Button (McLaren) 1m38.200s

4. Nico Hulkenberg (Force India) 1m38.329s

5. Kevin Magnussen (McLaren) 1m38.417s

6. Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes) 1m39.232s

7. Sergio Perez (Force India) 1m40.457s

8. Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull) 1m40.606s

9. Daniil Kvyat (Toro Rosso) 1m40.707s

10. Jean-Eric Vergne (Toro Rosso) 1m40.855s

11. Romain Grosjean (Lotus) 1m38.469s

12. Jules Bianchi (Marussia) 1m38.709s

13. Adrian Sutil (Sauber) NO TIME SET

14. Valtteri Bottas (Williams) 1m45.318s

15. Felipe Massa (Williams) 1m45.695s

16. Fernando Alonso (Ferrari) 1m45.935s

17. Max Chilton (Marussia) 1m39.800s*

18. Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari) 1m46.684s

19. Esteban Gutierrez (Sauber) 1m40.912s**

20. Pastor Maldonado (Lotus) 1m44.018s***

21. Marcus Ericsson (Caterham) 1m49.421s

22. Kamui Kobayashi (Caterham) 1m49.625s

* Max Chilton qualified in P13, but will start the British Grand prix in P17 thanks to a five-place grid penalty for an unscheduled gearbox change and a

place gained from Maldonado's exclusion.

** Esteban Gutierrez qualified in P14, but will start the British Grand Prix in P22 thanks to a ten-place grid penalty incurred in Austria and a place

gained from Maldonado's exclusion.

*** Pastor Maldonado was excluded from qualifying when his car was found to have insufficient fuel for a sample. The Lotus driver starts ahead of

the two Caterhams, who did not set a Q1 time within the 107 percent rule.



Friday press conferenceFriday press conference

The most interesting aspect of the senior technical personnel press conference that took place in Silverstone on Friday afternoon saw the attendees

vociferously defend the relevance of F1 aerodynamic work in the world at large.

Present were Gerry Hughes (Caterham), James Key (Toro Rosso), Jonathan Neale (McLaren), Adrian Newey (Red Bull), Pat Symonds (Williams), and

Rob White (RenaultSportF1).

Q: Gerry, head of track operations at Caterham, could you fill  us in on the details of the changes at Caterham in so far as it affects

your department?

Gerry HUGHES: Well, I think it’s fair to say that from a track operations perspective it’s business as usual. The new owners are here for the first

time this weekend, to observe the trackside operation. We’ll show then what we do on a race weekend and as I said, it’s business as usual.

Q: So what are the objectives for the team for the rest of 2014 and looking ahead to 2015 in terms of resources and allocating them

and that kind of thing?

GH: Well, after a period of uncertainty with the new owners coming in, they’ve given us a direction and a remit and certainly our goal for the

remainder of the season is to finish 10th in the championship. The design of the new car is going ahead and is on schedule, so we look forward to 2015,

but certainly the remit from the new owners is to finish 10th in the championship.

Q: James, coming to you, obviously some good pace recently from Toro Rosso, but also some reliability concerns – retirements

etc. And also of course the issue with Jean-Eric today.

James KEY: If I could you tell you everything James I think we’d have our issues sorted. I think some of it to be honest is a little bit of bad luck we’ve

had recently. I think the last three events for us have been problematic, before then it was OK towards the beginning of the season. We’ve had a

couple of self-inflicted issues and we’ve had a couple of unexpected issues. Monaco, for example, was entirely unexpected, we traced the issues we

had with the exhaust but they’d never happened before then or after. So that was a bit of a one-off and a great disappointment because we were

strong there. Since then we’ve had a couple of niggles that have been self-inflicted – a bit of brake blanking which was maybe a bit too high and this

sort of thing, little operational things occasionally. A bit of a surprise in Austria with the suspension issue, so it’s been a frustration for sure, because

when you have a little bit of pace and can finish in the points you want to make the most of that. But we’re looking at everything very carefully.

Clearly we want to make sure we can get through this rather rough patch of reliability and just get on with the rest of the season.

Q: Your drivers seem to be performing well and they’re well matched as well. How are you seeing their development?

JK:  I think it’s good actually. I think having both of them so close. Dan’s come in this year and has an old head on young shoulders. His learning curve

is extremely steep. His feedback and so on has developed tremendously. He’s been really quite strong right from the outset, which we’ve been quote

pleased with. And Jean-Eric is a great driver and he’s more focused this year than we’ve seen him this year. He recognises that there is a hot-shoe

across the table, pushing him, so it’s a very healthy situation. They work well together and we’re enjoying the fact that we’ve got two guys who are

pushing each other.

Q: Jonathan, there’s no escaping the fact, when you look at the championship table, that you’re the fourth-placed Mercedes-

powered team. What’s the plan for turning it around and do you take some encouragement from what’s happened today in free

practice?

Jonathan NEALE: I don’t think we take much encouragement from free practice today. Just talking to colleagues here about how the track has been

today, it’s been quite unpredictable out there, both this morning and this afternoon. We’ve got a lot of work to do internally to rebuild on the

difficulties we have last year. It’s well known that we’re actively strengthening the team at the moment. Eric and I and Ron are working hard to make

sure we return ourselves to the performance of where we should be as quickly as possible, but it’s a tough job. There’s no easy way through this. You

have to remember that whichever end of the grid you’re at, each of us has 80 runs per week in the wind tunnel by regulation. That’s it; you’ve got to

make the most of it. So you have to fight hard and that’s what we’re doing. But there’s a lot of culture change going on, there’s a bit of strengthening of

the team, there are some tough things to do, but we’re coming back.

Q: This week Ron Dennis, your boss, gave Jenson Button a little bit of a hurry-up, as we say here in England, ahead of the British

Grand Prix. What are your thoughts on that?

JN:  I think he did the same thing to Ayrton Senna. I’m pretty sure he did the same thing to Kevin. I think if you listen to my phone on a daily basis

he’ll be doing the same thing to me. It’s chip paper.

Q: Thank you. Coming to you Pat. Can you tell us about this morning? It was not a trouble-free morning for the Williams team and

also this afternoon, with Valtteri’s engine cover.

Pat SYMONDS: Yeah, it’s been a difficult day. These are the sort of contrasts you get in motorsport. A great weekend in Austria and today we’ve

been like a dog running after a rabbit, trying to chase down our problems. Engine problems this morning; power unit problems. We were running and

engine right up past the end of its life and it was a risk we decided to take and it didn’t come off. Accident from Felipe, bodywork problems this

afternoon. And then on top of that it’s not been an easy day anyway, as Jonathan said. The wind has been gusting, it’s been very difficult to get a read

on the car, the tyres have been hard too. It brought us back down to earth today. 

Q: It’s been quite a turnaround for the Williams team from last year to this year. At this stage of last year’s championship you had

zero and now you have 85 in the Constructors’ Championship. It shows it can be done but what is still  missing do you think?

PS:  It depends what your ultimate targets are and the ultimate target is to win the Constructors’ Championship, so there is still a long way to go there.

The improvements that have been made in the team are quite dramatic and they continue to show improvements all the way through. I think we

need a good, solid, ambitious, long-term plan and just keep improving from here.

Q: Adrian, it’s the first time we’ve had the chance to talk to you in an official session since it was announced that you are staying

at Red Bull but in a revised role. Can you tell us how hands on you will be in Formula One cars in the future.

Adrian NEWEY: Much less so than I am at the moment, obviously. I think I will really be stepping back to become an advisor and mentor for the

team, the engineers that we have there. Some involvement, of course, in the design. But that’s really towards the end of the year. For the moment I’m

still fully involved.

Q: Obviously there have been some changes at Renault. Can you give us your thoughts on that, in terms of the management

changes?

AN: I think it can only be a good thing. Cyril joining; he’s a very strong person. I think it will bolster Rob in terms of Rob then being able to

concentrate on all the technical aspects without having to also be involved in other areas. It plays to his strengths without a doubt and hopefully we’ll

see the fruits of that in the future.

Q: Rob, let’s throw that to you: what does it mean for you and your team of engineers?

Rob WHITE:  I think it’s good that Cyril comes back to us; has a change of colour of shirt. I’m looking forward to sharing with Cyril the way forwards.



As we said previously, it’s important that we step up to deliver the improvements that we completely understand are required. I think we have some

very clear messages from Red Bull that have been expressed all over the place. It’s not hard to see what’s required. We know, we understand, and my

job and of the team at Viry is to deliver.

Q: So how close to the maximum performance from this power unit, in  the current specification, are you?

RW:  I guess that’s a kind of moving target type question. At any point in time you’re always extremely close to the maximum performance of the

specification on the day. But the maximum performance of the specification can move on. I think we’ve seen already during the course of this season

that we’ve made significant headway without a substantial change to the thing that you probably want to call the specification of the hardware and

there’s still scope to progress during the rest of this season and then during the winter period then the way the regulations are, the way the

engineering programmes are structured, then there’s more scope.

Q: (Marc Surer – Sky Germany) I have a question for James Key. When you watch the top speeds, your car is always right at the

top compared to the other Red Bull team – Adrian always builds the slowest Red Bull car on the straight. Was it your intention to

always make the car so fast on the straight? And if so what was the plan behind that?

JK: I think a lot of it is a car philosophy thing. For us, somehow, STR cars have always had a certain amount of efficiency about them: it was like it

before these regulations as well. We tended to have cars that were relatively quick in a straight line. So, I think some of it is just natural from where we

are. As a team, to be brutally honest, until recently we haven’t been able to extract more rear wing performance until now, so we probably just been a

little bit low on rear wing capacity which has helped that. Equally I think that we did look at the competition in winter testing and recognise the only

thing we could do to try to address some of the straight line speed capabilities of some of the cars, particularly the Mercedes cars, was to look at drag

as well and, from a chassis perspective, try and tackle it that way. But I think it’s a track-by-track thing. Here we’re mid-table, so it’s not always the

case.

Q: (Dieter Rencken – Racing Lines) Question for Jonathan. Jonathan, James said that currently you’re fourth of the Mercedes

teams, however next year you’ll be first of the Honda teams. Obviously you’ve only got sixth months to go before the change. At

what stage are you with this Honda development programme, who is responsible for what and how are the current testing

regulations working against such a project?

JN: There’s several questions in that Dieter. There’s a lot of work going on in Tochigi and Sakura at the moment with Honda on the power unit. They

are responsible for the power unit including the ERS in its entirety. We are responsible for the chassis and the systems integration piece. Hardware is

running, the clock is running and time is short and I think there is a lot of work to do before we’re ready for January of next year. In terms of how the

regulations help or hinder, then I don’t think the current lack of track testing is an impediment because I don’t think we’re at that stage. We not ready

for that at the moment to be quite honest with you. So, even if we could get out and run a car that’s not something we would consider right now.

We’ve got our hands full with our current issues right now because regardless of what power unit is in the car, we don’t have the best chassis that’s out

there and obviously given the performance of last year and this year our immediate focus is what’s going on inside McLaren. So, to some extent, we

are doing what we’re responsible for and sorting that out. Of course, with an eye on the horizon. But yeah, we’ve got a lot to do. It’s exciting that the

regulations have allowed, or attracted, another engine manufacturer in. I don’t think any of us are under any illusion as to how challenging that is

going to be, to go through another iteration of the repackaging, and go through a winter of all of the heat-rejection stuff that we’ve done, the

packaging, the ERS etc. We’ve been through it once, we’ll do it again.

Q: (Keith Weir – Reuters) Question for Gerry. Can I just be clear, you say the new owners are here this weekend. Do you mean the

new management or the people who put the money up – the investors about whom there is a little bit of uncertainly about who

exactly they are? And have you been given any guarantees as to the level of funding, staffing, that kind of thing for next season,

if you’re talking about 2015?

GH: If I answer the first part of your question first, I suppose you probably know as much about the overall management structure and the investor as

I do. Obviously clearly Christijan [Albers] is now going to be the team principal for Caterham going forwards and Colin acting as an advisor for the

team. I think in terms of the short, medium and long term investment, that’s not something I’m going to make comment on here.

Q: (Mike Doodson – GPweek) If there are to be any significant savings in F1 budgets the area in which it would seem logical to  a

dimwit like me to make them would be aerodynamics which contributes nothing to road car design and has no interest – or very

little – to the spectator. What would your response be if someone were to suggest the introduction of spec-wings and

aerodynamics generally?

AN: I’m not sure I agree with the some of the points you made in your question, to be perfectly honest, in terms of there being no interest from

spectators. I think if you make the cars of an increasingly fixed aerodynamic specification then it becomes GP1 as far as the chassis is concerned. And

we’re already, in my opinion, in grave danger of getting close to that; that the regulations define a lot of the car. So increasingly the cars will look

more and more similar. I would actually – and of course you could say I would, wouldn’t I? – but I would be arguing for an opening of the

aerodynamic regulations. As far as the cost is concerned then I think the RRA, in terms of restriction in wind tunnel testing and CFD  goes a long way

to reducing the aerodynamic cost because aerodynamic cost is two things: it’s the research – wind tunnel, CFD –  which is hugely expensive, then the

manufacture of the parts that comes out of that. This year I think we’ve seen a slowing of the number of parts that people are introducing because, as I

say, the regulations are quite restrictive by one point, and by another point we are now heavily into a set of regulations that had their roots in the

2009 change. So everybody’s becoming quite evolved in where they are. But I think, certain from what I hear and people I’ve spoken to, journalists,

then they insist that the public does have a lot of interest in the changes to the cars, what happens and that’s what differentiates it from other sports.

That you have got this combination of different factors. You’ve got the driver, the chassis – which is obviously not just aerodynamics but it’s heavily

aerodynamic-driven – and the powertrain. And it’s that blend of features that makes it exciting and interesting. If you look at IndyCar, for instance,

which went to one-make chassis some years ago, ever since it’s been one-make it’s viewing has fallen and fallen. That would be my opinion.

Q: Pat, do you have a view on this?

PS: Yeah. I think Mike I’d probably take you up on your statement that it’s not relevant. I think it’s extremely relevant. Within Formula One we don’t

just develop the components on the Formula One car, we develop techniques. I have, in the past, been asked to use those techniques for a major OEM

on road car aerodynamics for drag reduction, very successfully. In CFD, I think Formula One teams push CFD – computational fluid dynamics – much

harder than would be happening were we not involved. And particularly in the areas of turbulent flow. That is extremely relevant to things like wind

turbines. When you have a whole field of wind turbines, the turbulent flow off one turbine affects those in the wave behind and CFD studies which

have been pushed hard in these area by Formula One are used to develop those sort of techniques – so I think what we do is extremely relevant.

Q: Do you have a view on this Jonathan?

JN: I fully support what Pat and Adrian have said. I also think that to some extent the genie is out of the bottle of aerodynamics and I don’t think we

can roll the clock back and go to the glorious days of sliding bicycle tyres around Monaco. I don’t think that’s going to be quite the spectacle that

Formula One is now, in terms of its relevance. I do think that it’s relevant to efficiency and to car production – I would say that because we do that in

McLaren with our sports car business – but I also think that a great deal is made of the cost-base of Formula One and the contribution of

aerodynamics specifically to it. And I think there are a lot of proxy wars going on there that probably have more to do with income models and how

businesses are being run. Nobody’s being forced to spend that. I think there are a whole load of issues being mixed into one – but for aerodynamics

specifically, I support totally what Pat and Adrian have said.

Q: (Haoran Zhao – F1 Express) Adrian, are you going to change your office location because as we understand your office is quite

close to Christian? What if Christian just came up and said ‘look, we totally messed up the twin exhaust, just sort this out for me?’



Would you do that, in the future, in the next season?

AN: I doubt if Christian would come up and say that to me. No, I will maintain my existing office within Red Bull Technology which I will use

occasionally. I will have a second office in the new Advanced Technology department.

Q: That’s where you’re going to spend most of your time, is it?

AN: It will be the majority there, yes, that’s correct.

Q: (Bob Bull – BBC.co.uk/three counties) With the current regulations which don’t allow much change of the engines, once you’ve

set them for the year, and the limits on what you can do with aerodynamics, do you think that the current situation is stifling

innovation and possibly discouraging potential designers for the future?

JK: I’m not so sure... I think with the engine side the homologation was an agreed regulation and if you’ve got a bit of a disparity in reliability or

whatever then that first year could potentially be quite tough for some compared to others. I think it goes down two ways. You’ve got, in some cases,

restriction be it chassis or engine which maybe is a little bit off-putting, as Adrian has said, on the aero side, for example. Equally, it does also

encourage innovation because you’ve got less areas to look at and some clever ideas often pop out of that. I think it’s just as interesting. It may be

slightly more painful but I think it’s just as interesting and if we look at what happened in 2009, I think, when the new regs came along which is

similar to what we have now for aero, that’s when things like F-ducts, exhaust-blown diffusers and so-on all popped up. Before that, we weren’t

seeing such levels of innovation and that was with something that was more restricted. So I think within restrictions it’s still very interesting from an

engineering point of view.

RW: I think there’s a number of elements in the reply. Firstly, as concerns the engine and the spec, I think it’s important not to get too hung-up about

this aspect and certainly not without looking closely at the regulations and understanding them because the fact of the matter is that it’s a double-

edged sword. The sporting regulations where the homologation restrictions are contained, are very explicit about what you may and may not do and

it’s very simple: you may not do anything without the prior approval of the FIA. There’s a mechanism which is well-established, which works very

well which deals with short-term matters. The fact is that it is potentially a restraint if you happen to have a silver bullet sat on the shelf that you

want to deploy - well you probably can’t if its purpose is principally to make the power unit go quicker. On the other hand, it protects you if your

competitor has a silver bullet on the shelf that he wants to deploy. Going forward, because this was a set of regulations built up over a period of time

with some foresight and some knowledge of what happens when the power units are frozen or the engines – as they previously were – then the

progressive freeze and the year-on-year permitted evolutions is a window of opportunity. It’s also a window of risk so I think that in the world of

power units, to have in mind that there are mechanisms for the design and construction of the spec to change. In terms of stifling innovation of

designers, which I think was at the end of the question, I think for the time being, at least in the world of power units, we’re not yet there because we

have a very complicated set of constraints. There’s a small number of things that are explicitly determined for us in the regulations; there’s many

thousands of things that are not and therefore the freedom of expression is substantial. And then an opinion that comes back to the previous

question: I think we need to be extremely careful about unintended consequences because when stuff becomes really fixed and really standard, then

you get into a fairly disreputable situation where in order to gain advantage, then you have to spend a massive amount of money and that becomes

poor value for money and that’s an unintended consequence that we must be aware of as the future homologation requirements become more

severe.

GH: I think the regulations are a framework by which we must all work, however they’ve been formed. As James said, obviously the aero regulations

span a number of years now so I think there will always be areas for innovation, there will always be areas - as Rob said -  where there’s going to be a

greater level of restriction. I think that’s what makes Formula One Formula One, that there will always be innovation.

PS: I think it’s remarkable that we’re accused of lack of innovation when we’ve just introduced the most innovative power unit we’ve seen in years

and I’m not just talking about in racing. And each aspect of that power unit is incredible: even gasoline direct injection, GDI, to run it at the sort of

speeds that we’re running has been a bit of a breakthrough. The energy recovery, also a breakthrough. Even on the chassis side, there are a lot of

clever things in there: passive pitch and warp-link suspensions, inertia dampers – there are all sorts of things that are still there. I’d agree, we don’t

have the freedom of regulation that we might have had twenty or thirty years ago, but we don’t have the money to be able to do those sort of things

but we still have inquisitive minds and a lot of the innovation is in the attention to detail these days and it’s all very relevant.

AN: I think it’s a very difficult one. Obviously, as engineers, I guess we would ideally like the sort of CanAm-type regulation of maximum length and

width or whatever it was and do what you like within that, but realistically, that’s not practical nowadays, so I think it’s a very difficult one to strike

that balance between something which allows the maximum amount of freedom whilst – as Pat hinted –  not having the budgets going completely

out of control, where it becomes a complete spending war and without having a huge difference in the performance of the vehicles, because if we had

too much freedom, the chances are that one team would strike it right each year and everybody would complain that the racing’s a bit dull.

Unfortunately, that has happened a bit this year but that’s another matter. I think as far as the power train is concerned, the only slight concern that I

would voice is that I think it is absolutely correct that these power units are an incredible piece of technology and – as Pat said – something of which

we should be very proud of as an industry. What’s not clear is that as the freeze becomes more and more solid – if you like – if one power unit then

has an advantage over another or one is clearly behind, how that is addressed, because if you are in that position you have no way of upgrading your

power unit because you’re frozen, then you’re doomed to forever be behind but I think that’s something which hopefully can be discussed and should

be resolvable, particularly because the engines do all now carry – or all cars carry - torque sensors. Those torque sensors do seem to be a little bit noisy

but basically very reliable and give a good signal and so it’s entirely possible for the FIA to look at the outputs from those torque sensors and see where

everybody is, not only across engine-matched factories but also of course the variable of fuel, so if a particular engine and petroleum company has

the benefit over another, then it’s able to do so and within that, it has the means, if it wishes to, to allow some equalisation for anybody that finds

themselves behind in a frozen area.

JN: I think I need two points that I would add to that is that – Adrian mentioned it there – that there is still room and a lot of performance to be

gained through the fuel and lube development which is open. Rob’s already mentioned – or Pat did – about what can be done around the energy

recovery systems. But to the point about whether designers feel constrained, then I think it would be reasonable to assume that if the designers felt

constraint and didn’t know where to go  then we would see a much closer grid that we see at the moment. Mercedes have clearly put a package

together that’s effective in a number of areas and the rest of us are working very hard to catch up. If that were easy, we would have done it by now, so

I think there’s plenty to go at.

Q: (Haoran Zhao – F1 Express) Jonathan, the whole Formula One industry is crying out about the new power unit but yet at Le

Mans this year we had 480bhp, six megajoul hybrid unit from Toyota and nobody from Le Mans is crying. Formula One being the

peak of motor sport, what has happened and are you happy with the money that Honda is throwing in at the moment?

JN: Yeah, I’m very happy with Honda coming back, thank you. I’m delighted about that. It was a very ambitious programme. Formula One had the

option to stay with the V8 technology but the regulation makers and the teams consulted and the decision was taken to put a very advanced and

efficient series together. In our first year, I think that that’s thrown up some interesting challenges, many of which have been spoken about here

already but we should never under-estimate the cost of development of these things and over a period of time, with stability, I’m sure that if we

looked at the marginal cost of production of an engine in three, four, five years time under this level of homologation, even if there is some

equalisation as Adrian discovered, unit cost of production will be very effective. What price the engine manufacturers will want to charge the teams

at that point is a moot point but development cost of these vast technology things are not easy to do. We’ve got what we designed.

Friday reportFriday report

Surprising no one, it was a one-two for Mercedes on the Friday timesheets at Silverstone, with Nico Rosberg claiming top honours from homeboy

hero Lewis Hamilton at the end of FP1, while in FP2 the positions were reversed.



What did come as a surprise at the end of the morning’s running was the gap between the Mercedes pair, who were separated by seven-tenths thanks

in part to the Briton coming across a spun Marcus Ericsson on his fastest lap of the session, while third-placed Fernando Alonso was a tenth behind

Hamilton. The FP1 top ten was comprised of the driver pairings from Mercedes, Ferrari, Red Bull, McLaren, and Toro Rosso, while locals (and Mercedes

power unit customers) Force India and Williams didn’t get a look in.

At Force India Sergio Perez missed out on the top ten by half a second, while Daniel Juncadella – who had Nico Hulkenberg’s car – managed a

respectable P14, only three-tenths shy of his vastly more experienced teammate.

Williams, on the other hand, had a terrible morning. Suzi Wolff’s much heralded FP1 debut was cut short after four scant laps thanks to an oil pressure

issue, while Felipe Massa repeated history by crashing out of practice in exactly the same spot that had ended his FP1 session for Ferrari in 2013. After

a fifteen-minute red flag, action resumed.

Mechanical gremlins struck both Robin Frijns, who only had ten minutes behind the wheel of Kamui Kobayashi’s Caterham following an electrical

problem with his Renault power unit that was causing misfire, and Pastor Maldonado, who was asked by the team to stop his Lotus at the end of the

pit lane with only two laps under his belt and no time set.

The afternoon session was more chaotic from a mechanical point of view, with Hamilton being sidelined by an engine issue after setting the fastest

time of the session on the medium compound. Valtteri Bottas, who missed out on FP1 while Wolff took to the track, suffered an odd engine cover

failure when a chunk of bodywork flew off his Williams for no immediately discernable reason. Marcus Ericsson had a similarly bizarre experience

with his Caterham earlier on in the afternoon. 

Finally, Jean-Eric Vergne was the first man of the weekend to experience some 2013 nostalgia with a Pirelli ‘terror tyres’ moment when the Toro

Rosso driver’s left-front wheel came off just past Copse.

FP1 times (unofficial)

1. Nico Rosberg (Mercedes) 1m35.424s [25 laps]

2. Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes) 1m36.155s [22 laps]

3. Fernando Alonso (Ferrari) 1m36.263s [23 laps]

4. Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull) 1m36.623s [21 laps]

5. Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari) 1m36.703s [23 laps]

6. Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull) 1m36.921s [20 laps]

7. Jenson Button (McLaren) 1m36.963s [25 laps]

8. Daniil Kvyat (Toro Rosso) 1m37.175s [29 laps]

9. Jean-Eric Vergne (Toro Rosso) 1m37.227s [25 laps]

10. Kevin Magnussen (McLaren) 1m37.231s [30 laps]

11. Sergio Perez (Force India) 1m37.720s [22 laps]

12. Romain Grosjean (Lotus) 1m37.910s [21 laps]

13. Esteban Gutierrez (Sauber) 1m38.056s [18 laps]

14. Daniel Juncadella (Force India) 1m38.083s [23 laps]

15. Giedo van der Garde (Sauber) 1m38.328s [19 laps]

16. Jules Bianchi (Marussia) 1m38.917s [12 laps]

17. Felipe Massa (Williams) 1m39.461s [7 laps]

18. Max Chilton (Marussia) 1m39.814s [24 laps]

19. Marcus Ericsson (Caterham) 1m40.597s [19 laps]

20. Robin Frijns (Caterham) 1m42.261s [11 laps]

21. Susie Wolff (Williams) 1m44.212s [4 laps]

22. Pastor Maldonado (Lotus) NO TIME SET [2 laps]

FP2 times (unofficial)

1. Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes) 1m34.508s [14 laps]

2. Nico Rosberg (Mercedes) 1m34.736s [35 laps]

3. Fernando Alonso (Ferrari) 1m35.244s [32 laps]

4. Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull) 1m35.511s [11 laps]

5. Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull) 1m35.627s [27 laps]

6. Valtteri Bottas (Williams) 1m36.016s [33 laps]

7. Jenson Button (McLaren) 1m36.228s [34 laps]

8. Kevin Magnussen (McLaren) 1m36.299s [35 laps]

9. Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari) 1m36.554s [29 laps]

10. Jean-Eric Vergne (Toro Rosso) 1m36.583s [26 laps]

11. Felipe Massa (Williams) 1m36.671s [29 laps]

12. Daniil Kvyat (Toro Rosso) 1m36.778s [31 laps]

13. Esteban Gutierrez (Sauber) 1m36.951s [35 laps]

14. Pastor Maldonado (Lotus) 1m37.064s [35 laps]

15. Romain Grosjean (Lotus) 1m37.097s [33 laps]

16. Sergio Perez (Force India) 1m37.236s [37 laps]

17. Nico Hulkenberg (Force India) 1m37.449s [27 laps]

18. Adrian Sutil (Sauber) 1m37.520s [25 laps]

19. Jules Bianchi (Marussia) 1m38.658s [11 laps]

20. Kamui Kobayashi (Caterham) 1m39.068s [31 laps]

21. Max Chilton (Marussia) 1m39.224s [28 laps]

22. Marcus Ericsson (Caterham) 1m39.762s [21 laps]

Thursday press conferenceThursday press conference

With three British drivers and two representatives from the British-est of all teams, the Thursday press conference at Silverstone was a remarkably

non Brit-centric affair.

Present were Valtteri Bottas (Williams), Jenson Button (McLaren), Max Chilton (Marussia), Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes), Daniil Kvyat (Toro Rosso), and



Felipe Massa (Williams).

Q: Lewis, if I could start with you: obviously you were on pole here last year, a former winner of the event, I see you’ve got the

Union flag on the underside of the peak on your cap. Your feelings on racing at home and coming home?

Lewis HAMILTON: It’s always a special weekend or week for us British drivers. Coming here, seeing the fans, already having been at Goodwood and

seeing how many people were there and the support that’s coming into this weekend. It’s very exciting for us and the feeling of being at home is

really a great feeling. And the support, as I said, for me and Jenson and the guys here, it’s unlike any other place we experience. I’m really excited to see

everyone and I hope that we can put on a good show and that the weather stays good.

Q: You spoke after the race in Austria about damage limitation, particularly after what happened in qualifying. Clearly, I guess

this weekend you want to start on the front foot and stay there. So I wonder what lessons you’ve taken away from the setbacks

lately?

LH: There’s not really many lessons. There’s been these two races where we had a technical problem in Montreal and then in the last race I faced

some difficulties on the driver side. Sometimes it goes well, sometimes it doesn’t, but you’re always going from strength to strength, so we’ve learned

some things but nothing we can particularly point out.

Q: OK, thank you for that. Jenson coming to you. Similar question really to the first one to Lewis: the feelings on coming back to

the British Grand Prix and racing in front of your home crowd. It’s a race you’ve not won, but you’ve always enjoyed being here.

Jenson BUTTON: Yeah, it’s always very special coming home for this grand prix. I think for every driver Silverstone is a special race. It’s a great

layout; always a full house, whether it’s sunny, hot, raining, windy. But it’s especially special for a British driver racing at home. Whether you’re doing

well or not you get the support. It’s been very overwhelming actually the last few days since Goodwood leading into this home grand prix, I think for

all of us. So I’m very much looking forward to driving on the circuit tomorrow and seeing the fans.

Q: It’s your fifth season with McLaren this year. How do you see things developing from here?

JB: We will see. For me, right now, it’s about doing the best job I can. The whole team, us as a team are working every day to do a better job. We’re not

where we want to be, we’re not where McLaren is used to being, and we know that, so we’re working very hard. In terms of the future that’s

something I can’t discuss right now.

Q: OK, we’ll move on to Felipe: congratulations, I believe it’s your 200th grand prix this weekend you will be celebrating. So your

thoughts on that and also on his rich run of form at the moment for you and the Williams team?

Felipe MASSA: Yeah, I think it’s a fantastic race to celebrate [at]. I think it’s an important achievement. It’s already a long time, when I started in

2002. It’s really a great feeling to have 200 races, in a great team, Williams-Martini home grand prix as well, at a great track, fantastic fans. So I hope

we can have a very strong race, like we had in Austria, so I hope we carry on fighting [and we are] competitive. So I’m realty happy and I’m really

happy with the team I’m celebrating 200 grands prix [with] as well, so I hope we have many races in front. It’s a great placed as well. Everybody knows

everything about Formula One, everything about racing cars here. Sometimes you just see pictures and you have no idea how fans have amazing

pictures like that to sign, that are very close to us. It is a great feeling.

Q: You’re kind of unusual I guess to have got to  200 grands prix and it’s the first time you’ve come here racing for a British-base

team – that doesn’t happen very often. Your thoughts on that, the Britishness of the team and what that represents to the

country.

FM: Yeah it’s a great team. It’s a very important race for me; it's a very important race for Williams as well. For us, me and Valtteri, as well, for the

championship. We are working very hard to improve and be better and better race by race and I think that’s what we are managing to do and it’s

really a great feeling and I hope we have a good one.

Q: Valtteri, coming to you. As Felipe was saying obviously it’s a good run of form for the Williams team at the moment. You got

your first podium a couple of weeks ago in Austria. Do you feel you can take on the Mercedes again this weekend.

Valtteri BOTTAS: Well, I think overall Mercedes has been performing really, really strongly. It's been difficult to keep up with them in most of the

races – I think Austria was maybe a one-off, we will see. We know that we have been improving but you expect everyone else to do as well. It’s

difficult to say. I think this season, we are going to see, the rest of the season, it’s going to vary quite a bit the performance between us and them, so we

will see. We will do our best.

Q: After the race in Austria, you always have a debrief, all drivers do with the team, when you went through and looked at

everything did you learn anything, were there any mistakes there or were you happy with the way it worked out.

VB: Well, we’re definitely happy with the result we got – third and fourth, a lot of points for the team, that’s the main thing. I think it’s like every

race, always if you look into the fine details you can always something, maybe, you could have done better. But the main feeling is very positive. It’s

really good to continue from here. There have been many opportunities we could have done a lot better in previous races and now we’ve done a solid

job, so that’s good to see. We know we can do it, so it’s good to continue from here.

Q: Max, coming to you, home race for you as well, of course. What experience did you have last year when it was your first time

and what are you looking forward to this weekend?

Max CHILTON: I’m just obviously looking forward to another home grand prix. Last year was pretty special. Your first ever home grand prix is

something you won’t ever forget. I’m probably a little bit biased, but I’d like to think that it is, if not the biggest grand prix of the year, then certainly

one of them. It’s just awesome to have so many spectators, a lot of them are camping, and waving the Union Jacks. I remember last year, free practice

one was typical English, with lot of rain, but they were still there doing the Mexican waves and having amazing spirit, so I just hope we can put on a

good show for them this year.

Q: You’ve out-qualified your team-mate for three of the last four grands prix. What’s been making the difference for you lately?

MC: Just experience. Qualifying’s always been one my strong points but when I came to F1 I struggled initially. But with experience I’m working that

out and I’m developing as a driver. There are techniques you can use as well. I find visualisation really helps. It’s a weird sport we’re in. You very rarely

get to practice what we preach. Golfers, tennis players are out six hours a day; with us, yeah we have simulators but apart from that we’re not doing

the sport that often. So the more you can practice, in any way possible, helps.

Q: Daniil, last three grands prix, you’ve qualified twice in the top 10, but you’ve had three straight retirements, so I guess the

feeling at the moment is one of frustration, right.

Daniil KVYAT: Well, yes, it’s true. We had quite good speed, which we couldn’t consolidate into some good result unfortunately. But last three races

we couldn't come to the end, but I think it’s been a good sign that we do have speed, we do have something to fight for and we’ll just keep on fighting.

Q: So overall then, half way through you first grand prix season, are you happy with the impression you’ve made in Formula

One?

DK: Yeah, looking back on it, I think we’ve been achieving maximum from ourselves, we’ve been taking maximum out from our package. I was always

learning some new things, it’s been always a good improvement through the season. It’s been good but it doesn’t feel like half a season anyway. We’ll

see what the next half of the season will bring us.



Q: (Huansho Zhao – Formula One Express) A question to Jenson and Lewis. Murray Walker asked you two this question back in

2010 when you were still  team-mates, that we had a colossal fortnight of sport, England’s out of the World Cup, Andy Murray’s

out of Wimbledon, Britain is looking at you two, perhaps three of you, how do you feel about Sunday, are you afraid of history

repeating itself. Would you like to give your 2014 answer to this question?

JB: I personally feel all the pressure is on Lewis!

LH: I think it’s the other way around!

JB: He’s in the best car, c’mon, make it happen! For us, for Max and I suppose a little bit for myself it’s going to be tricky to get on the top step of the

podium and, yeah, it would be amazing to have a British victory. The crowd would go absolutely wild. So, I’d love to see that. For us, as I said, it will be

difficult but Lewis has got a shot so hopefully that will be the case.

Q: Lewis, you feel a sense of responsibility?

LH: I was going to say exactly the same thing about Jenson, I think we should hand the baton over. No, at the end of the day we’re both, all of us, are

going to do our utmost to try to represent and perform for the country. You never know how the weekend’s going to go, you never know how people

have developed, improved – but of course, us as a leading team, hopefully we’ll have a good shot this weekend and I’ll do everything I can to bring at

least a little bit of joy and add to the great success that some of the top athletes have.

Q: (Abhishek Takle –  Midday) Questions to Felipe. Firstly, congratulations on 200 races but, if you look back to around 2012, you

had I suppose a lowest point of your career in terms of competitiveness. Looking back at that time, with all the pressure and some

people saying you shouldn’t be in Formula One, did you at that time think you would make it to  200 races?

FM: Well, for sure, yes. I was thinking that everything is possible. Things change very quick in Formula One. All of us, we have good times and

difficult time. You always need to pass through a difficult moment. You always learn, and definitely I learned. And I still believe I have many races in

front and I still believe I can be competitive and I think when you don’t believe anymore, it’s the time to stop. But you need to feel, not what other

people say. I really feel competitive and there’s still a lot more that I can do.

Q: (Ian Parkes – PA) Question for Jenson. Ron Dennis came out with some rather intriguing comments recently urging you to ‘try

harder’. Just wonder what your thoughts are on that: whether you agree with him even, or whether you are in fact giving your all

in what is a relatively uncompetitive car again this season.

JB: I think Ron’s practicing to be a motivational speaker maybe. I think when we’re in the position that we have been in for 18 months, it’s not easy.

For anyone within the team. It’s very, very difficult. So, no, I think we all need to work harder as a team. I don’t think we should be pointing a finger at

any individual within the team. I think we’ve got ourselves into this situation and we’ve got to fight our way out. I don’t do things in half-measures. I

have the experience in Formula One to know that you need to give 100 per cent and I always do every time I’m in the paddock, at the factory, on the

phone to my engineers. Everything is 100 per cent.

Q: (Luke Murphy – Formula Spy): Question for all drivers. There’s been some minor criticism of Pirelli lately that their tyre

choices have been too conservative. I just wanted to know what your opinions were on that.

VB: I think the compound choices for the last two or three races haven’t been too bad. Obviously the compounds are a bit harder than last year. Those

are the compounds and they choose the tyres we need to use in the race weekend and it’s our job to make the most out of them. So, that’s it.

Q: Max, anything to add?

MC: No, not really, I’ll just copy what Valtteri said. The tyres are pretty conservative, they haven’t been too bad.

Q: Felipe?

FM: Yeah, sometimes a little bit conservative. So, I like… I think in the last two races it was fine. When it’s one stop it’s a little bit boring, I prefer

maybe two or three. Two is fine. I think, y’know, using the very hard tyres is not really great, I prefer it to be a little bit better than how it is.

Q: Lewis, I guess in a tight battle like yours, the strategy is an important part of the game – you want more options rather than

less?

LH: erm… no, I was just thinking this isn’t a bad thing. Pirelli have done quite a good job this year. We haven’t had any tyre blow-outs, which is a real

positive for us, it’s what we wanted. You can’t always get it perfect, so whether or not they’ve gone a little bit too far in that direction, we can decide

perhaps at the end of the year. I’m sure they’ll alter it again for next year. Of course we always want more grip, so every time they get softer, that’s a

good thing for us.

Q: Jenson, anything to add?

JB: Yeah, I think the last three races it’s been the right choice to have the supersoft and the soft. Barcelona  felt a bit too hard but I mean it’s pretty

difficult being limited to only four compounds throughout the season. Here it’s the hard and the medium but you need a bit of stability for the high-

speed corners, so, if the temperature’s alright, it should be fine.

Q: Final thought Daniil?

DK: I have no problem with Pirelli, it’s all good for me.

Q: (Sarah Holt - CNN) Tomorrow we’re due to see the first female on track for 22 years when Susie Wolff takes part in first

practice for Williams. That’s got to  be a good thing for the sport, especially in terms of being an inspiration for future females

who want to take part in motor racing. I wonder if Valtteri could comment first as Susie’s teammate, and also if we could hear

from Lewis and Jenson as well?

VB: I think it’s great from Williams that they give the opportunity and she’s already been with Williams quite a bit doing development work in the

simulator and did a test after Barcelona. I think it’s really nice to see her getting the opportunity to drive in the race weekend in FP1.

Q: Lewis, I guess you raced against quite a lot of girls lower down in karts but they’re no longer competing when you get to  this

level. Your thoughts on whether this will be inspirational?

LH: I didn’t race against many girls. Susie was one of the very few if not the only one that I raced against. I saw her in karting but she was always in

the class above me and then we raced Formula Renault together. She was great. We shared a podium together a couple of times. I think she’s done

remarkably well in her career. She’s very very talented, so happy. It’s going to be really cool, I think, to see her in a Formula One car tomorrow.

JB: Yeah. First of all it’s good that it’s Silverstone as well. From what I’ve heard, she knows this circuit as well which is a positive thing. Jumping into a

Formula One car, I’m sure she’ll feel a little bit of the pressure in front of the home crowd, but she’s been working with Williams for quite a while so

I’m guessing she knows the ins and outs of the car and the team. She’s also driven already – hasn’t she? – in a test and went very well. So it will be

good to see her on track tomorrow.

Q: (Mike Doodson – Auto Action) This is for Max: I was very interested in you talking about visualisation. I think other drivers

have done the same in the past. I wonder what is the procedure you take to sit down quietly and particularly have you ever timed

your visualised lap and how close did it come to the real one?

MC: Yeah, it’s something I’ve heard about a lot in the past. It’s all trial and error. You have to try things to work out if you like them or not. It’s just

worked with me recently. I tend to start it the week before a Grand Prix and yeah, you just do it in some quiet space. As you know, it’s not deadly

serious, you just kind of practise a lap and obviously the first few laps you’re miles out and then you just gradually get into it and you build from



previous memories and you slowly get down to a time where everything is just there and ready to kind of be extracted into the car, so when you’re

actually doing your first flying laps on a Friday, it’s kind of there ready to be used. It’s a simple technique which helps and – as I said earlier – our

sport is very weird, we’re very rarely actually doing what we preach so the more practice we can get the better.

Q: Is visualisation something you all do? Yes. No. No. No.

Q: (Andrea Cremonesi – La Gazzetta dello  Sport) Lewis, how important is it for you to win here and turn the championship back to

your momentum, because it seems – looking from the side – that until Monaco, your season was quite smooth and then it seems

that you were a little bit surprised  about how hard is the fight. Is this the wrong impression?

LH: I’m not surprised. I’ve known how close it’s been since the beginning of the year. Nico won the first race. As every race, it’s important to be out

ahead. I had the advantage for a few races and Nico’s had that for at least the last couple. But now this is the British Grand Prix, I’m going to do

everything that I can to be out in front and as I said, try and represent... when it’s your home Grand Prix, it’s one of the greatest experiences you can

ever have as a sportsman and as a driver, so that’s what I’m working towards this weekend.

Q: (Alan Baldwin – Reuters) Three guys in the front, there were some comments this week from Bernie about Monza, suggesting

that it might not be on the calendar much longer. I wonder if you could just comment, as the guys who had been there the most

of the six here, as to  whether we should take that seriously and how much of a loss for Formula One if it were to go?

FM: Yeah, I think we’re still carrying on racing in Monza. It’s a fantastic place, great fans, so for sure, if we are not racing in Monza any more it would

not be good for Formula One. We need to go to places that people really love - Formula One racing, like Silverstone. If we lost Silverstone it would not

be positive, it would be a negative for all of us so I hope we can keep going to Monza for many many years.

JB: It’s an iconic racetrack, one of the old school tracks. There’s so much history. The fans absolutely love this sport, they will do anything for this

sport and they’re not going to be there to support us, they’re there to support a certain team, but that’s great to see. It’s nice to see their passion, they’re

very patriotic and the circuit’s fun to drive. It’s a very unique circuit, very different to any other circuit, very low downforce circuit, always throws up

a good race so it would be a shame not to see it on the calendar.

LH: Yeah, I agree with both what Felipe and Jenson said. I think it’s important not to forget that this sport would not exist if it wasn’t for the fans.

Obviously there are certain business decisions people make but there’s tracks we’ve been to where there’s been no one in the grandstands and there’s

a few, particularly, which are very very special like Monza where you have a full.. you know, the circuit’s just full of fans and it really does make the

event. I think it’s important that we try and keep that in the sport.


